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Abbreviations 
 
CoE   Council of Europe 

CoE Convention   Council of Europe’s Convention on Action against Trafficking in Human Beings 

ECtHR   European Court of Human Rights 

EU   European Union 

ICAT   Inter-Agency Coordination Group against Trafficking in Persons. 
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MLA   Mutual Legal Assistance 
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UN   Trafficking Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons,    
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UNTOC   United Nations Convention against Transnational Organised Crime 

TIP   Trafficking in Persons 
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Introduction 
 
The aim of this Curriculum is to enhance the ability and professional capacity of prosecutors and 
judges to investigate, prosecute and adjudicate on trafficking in persons cases. It will enable them to 
identify trafficking in persons cases and to respect the rights and needs of the victims of trafficking, 
which should be at the centre of all efforts to prevent and combat trafficking. A human rights based 
approach is essential and anti-trafficking measures should not adversely affect the human rights and 
dignity of persons, in particular the rights of those who have been trafficked. 
 
Trafficking in persons is a complex transnational phenomenon and global criminal business that im-
pacts on every State in the world. Prosecutors and judges need to be aware of the complexities and 
to comprehend and implement international anti-trafficking law, Council of Europe instruments, 
national anti-trafficking legislation and international co-operation. They need to understand the 
practical issues that confront victims, especially children, and to implement measures that will en-
able them to engage effectively with the criminal justice system. 
 
The development of this Curriculum was carried out within the Project “Enhancing Cooperation 
Measures to Effectively Combat Trafficking in Persons through Capacity Building and Technical Assis-
tance in Azerbaijan – Phase IV” which seeks to assist the Government of Azerbaijan’s response to 
combating trafficking in persons and consequently, transnational organised crime and to improve 
protection mechanisms in providing victims and potential victims of trafficking with appropriate as-
sistance services. 
 
The objective of this Curriculum is to strengthen national efforts to combat trafficking in persons by 
providing counter-trafficking training materials for judges, prosecutors and candidate judges which 
will be used by the trainers and further by the trainees in the framework of the formal education 
programme of the Justice Academy of the Ministry of Justice of Azerbaijan. 
 
The Curriculum is designed to be a comprehensive training tool to be used in conjunction with the 
Counter-trafficking handbook for prosecutors and judges in Azerbaijan, which provides detailed con-
tent and information on each of the modules within the Curriculum.  
 
The objectives of the training for prosecutors and judges are: 
 
(i) To enable the Justice Academy to provide training based on international standards; 
(ii) To equip judges, prosecutors and candidate judges with a detailed knowledge of trafficking in 

persons; 
(iii) To ensure that the training is provided by trainers with experience and knowledge of trafficking 

in persons cases; and 
(iv) To provide a platform for networking amongst judges, prosecutors and candidate judges. 
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How to use the Curriculum 
 
This Curriculum is designed to be used by the trainers, and further by the participants, in the frame-
work of the Justice Academy’s formal education programme. It includes modules on relevant traffick-
ing related topics in accord with international best practice. Each module is prefaced by learning 
objectives indicating what the participant should know by the end of the module. Lesson plans are 
provided for each module, as well as a sub-section outlining content, the sequence, suggested meth-
ods and activities and the reference material required.  

The Curriculum follows the same structure as the Handbook which is designed to support the training 
by providing informed background reading. The Handbook provides a detailed explanation of all the 
subjects relating to trafficking in persons that should be relevant to prosecutors and judges. 

The training plan within the Curriculum is designed to be delivered over five days in a classroom envi-
ronment. It should include lectures and a range of interactive training methods to inform learning 
and obtain the involvement of the trainees. Interactive techniques should include case studies and 
good practice examples, video films and a mock trial. A list of additional reference materials is pro-
vided at the end of each module. 

The use of subject specialists should be considered, especially when delivering training on specific 
topics, including victim issues, victim protection and trauma, victim rights and child trafficking. 

The Curriculum is comprised of eight modules: 
 
Module 1 – International Legal Framework: an explanation of the importance of the inter-national 
legal framework; a summary of international legislation; the influence of international instruments; 
the importance and impact of international jurisprudence; how international instruments are inter-
preted by prosecutors and judges. 
 
Module 2 – Trafficking in Persons: defining the root causes of trafficking in persons; the definition of 
trafficking in persons; a description of the elements of trafficking in persons; an identification of the 
different forms of trafficking in persons and the types of exploitation; an explanation of smuggling of 
migrants and description the component elements; an explanation of the differences between 
smuggling of migrants and trafficking in persons. 
 
Module 3 – National Legal Framework: summary of the national legal framework; how the interna-
tional legal definition and the definition in the Criminal Code of Azerbaijan are interpreted by prose-
cutors and judges; the national definition of Smuggling of Migrants and how it relates to interna-
tional standards. 
 
Module 4 – Victim Rights and Assistance: the definition of a victim of trafficking; the rights and pro-
tections that victims are afforded by international legal instruments and national law; the impact of 
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gender and culture; why victim identification is important; why identification is the prerequisite for 
access to assistance and protection and the start of any investigation or prosecution. 
 
Module 5 – Working with Victims; the impact of trafficking in persons on victims and their immedi-
ate, physical and psychological needs; how victims are controlled by traffickers and the assistance 
that victims are entitled to; how trafficked victims should be interviewed; why victims who are in-
volved in criminal activities should not be punished. 
 
Module 6 – Trafficking in Persons Prosecutions: the role of the prosecutor in the investigation; inves-
tigative techniques; the participation of victims in criminal proceedings; protection of victims during 
criminal proceedings; investigative good practice; the impact of corruption. 
 
Module 7 – International Cooperation: an explanation of the importance and legal framework of 
international co-operation; the importance of mutual legal assistance; the role of international coop-
eration in the prosecution of trafficking in persons cases; information on the nature of extradition; 
how international co-operation relates to victim protection, assistance and repatriation. 
 
Module 8 – Mock trial: a simulation of a trafficking in persons case within a courtroom scenario rein-
forcing the learning outcomes of the previous modules. 
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Training Methodologies and Materials 
 
The following training methodologies and materials are suggested delivery techniques within the 
Curriculum and should be undertaken by trainers from the Justice Academy. 

 
1. Participatory Training 

 
This involves all participants being actively involved in the training. The participants should discuss 
and question ideas. The trainer(s) will ask questions to drive the discussion forward. Participants 
should share experiences and there may be several answers to each issue raised. 
 
(a) Lecture  
The lecture method is an effective way to introduce new information or concepts to a group of par-
ticipants. It is primarily used to build upon the participants’ existing base of knowledge. 
 
(b) Case Study 
In the case study method, the group gets to look at others’ experiences in the form of a case. The 
participants reflect and analyse these experiences to derive new ideas. The participants’ own experi-
ences, values and feelings form the basis for analysis of others’ experiences. 
 
(c) Simulation (mock trial)  
Simulation is a method based on ‘here and now’ experience shared by all participants. It involves 
assigning specific roles to each participant and having them act out a situation according to their 
given roles. 
 
(d) Discussions  
Providing the participants with freedom to express their opinions about the problem and proposals 
for its resolution.  Guided discussion assists participants to develop a better understanding of the 
training material. At the conclusion the trainer(s) should analyse and discuss the responses, and 
summarise the group’s conclusions. 

 
2. Tools/Aids 

 
The supporting materials that are used in the course of training. 

(a) Videos 
(b) Power-point slides 
(c) Posters/pictures 
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3. Techniques 
 
These are variations in training methods. 
 
(a) Small group discussions: Small group discussions (SGDs) make it possible for participants to share 
ideas through discussion.  Especially when time is limited, this technique allows for all the partici-
pants to express their opinions, discuss the problem in a more convenient and comfortable setting, 
and communicate more openly with each other. 
 

(b) Brainstorming - Allows the participants to quickly collect the maximum amount of ideas and opin-
ions on a given problem. This can generate additional ideas and is also effective in finding solutions 
to the problems in question. The principle of brainstorming is that the group can produce better 
quality ideas when joining forces than each participant can produce when working alone.  
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Curriculum introduction 
 
Aim 
 
To introduce trainers and participants and provide information about the programme and timetable 
for the training. To provide participants with information about the objectives and learning outcomes 
of the Curriculum. To explain the purpose, content and the format of the Curriculum. 
 

Objectives Methodology & Materials 
Proposed 
Duration 

At the completion of this session par-
ticipants will be able to: 
- Identify trainers. 
- Identify participants. 
- Understand the training programme 
and timetable. 
- Discuss the objectives of the Cur-
riculum. 
- Discuss the learning outcomes of 
the curriculum. 
- Understand the purpose and the 
content of the Curriculum. 
 

a. Lecture 
- Introduction of trainers, and provision of 
information on the training programme 
and timetable. 
 
b. Discussion  
- Introduction of participants. 
 
c. Lecture 
- Explanation of the objectives and learning 
outcomes of the curriculum. 
- Explanation of the purpose and content 
of the curriculum and its format.  

60 minutes 

Resources: 
- Audio-visual aids – use of whiteboard/flip chart for discussion. 
- Provision of the handouts to be used during training. 
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1. International Legal Framework   
 
Aim of module 
 

This module will explain the importance of the international legal framework in trafficking in persons 
(TIP) and how the definition of trafficking in persons derives from International law. It explores why 
trafficking in persons is a serious violation of human rights and one of the principle objectives of in-
ternational law is the protection of rights of victims. It looks at the influence of international legal 
instruments including the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime (UN-
TOC) and the Protocols thereto, the Council of Europe Convention on Action against Trafficking in 
Human Beings (CoE Convention) and the decisions of the European Courts of Human Rights (ECtHR), 
to which the Republic of Azerbaijan is a signatory. 
 
Learning outcomes 
  
  Understand the application of international legal instruments and why international standards 

impose a binding obligation on States. 
  Recognise that one of the principle objectives of international legal standards is the protec-

tion of human rights. 
  Understand why a human rights based approach is essential and anti-trafficking measures 

should not adversely affect the human rights and dignity of persons. 
  Understand how the definition of trafficking in persons derives from international and Euro-

pean legal instruments. 
  Understand the roles and jurisdiction of the international courts. 
  Know of the importance and legal obligations arising from international jurisprudence. 

 
1.1. International law 

 

Objectives Methodology & Materials 
Proposed 
Duration 

At the completion of this session par-
ticipants will: 
- Know the derivation of the law on 
trafficking in persons. 
- Recognise the international legal 
instruments that relate to trafficking 
in persons. 
- Know why international standards 
are binding on States. 
- Recognise the role of international 
courts. 

a. Lecture 
- The international legal framework and 
international and European law. 
 
b. Discussion 
- Participants to provide their thoughts 
about the obligations imposed by interna-
tional case law. 
 
c. Lecture 
- The structure of the international court 

90 minutes 
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- Understand the positive obligations 
imposed by international jurispru-
dence. 
- Understanding the meaning and 
relevance of ‘soft law’. 

system and the decisions of the interna-
tional courts. 
 
 

Resources: 
- Audio-visual aids – use of whiteboard/flip chart for discussion. 
- Provision of handout containing reference material. 
Reference materials:  
-Chapter 1of the Handbook. 
- Annexes 1, 2 & 3 of the Handbook. 
- Handout 1 – International Jurisprudence. 
 

1.2. Human rights 
 

Objectives Methodology & Materials 
Proposed 
Duration 

At the completion of this session par-
ticipants will: 
- Know why the principal objective of 
international law is the protection of 
human rights.  
- Understand why it is essential to 
respect the rights and the dignity of 
victims of trafficking in persons. 
 

a. Brainstorming 
- Participants to provide ideas and opinions 
on why a victim-centred human rights ap-
proach is essential. 
 
b. Lecture 
- How and why human rights protections 
and measures apply to trafficking in per-
sons. 

60 minutes 

Resources: 
- Audio-visual aids – use of whiteboard/flip chart for brainstorming. 
Reference materials: 
- Chapter 1 of the Handbook. 
 
Additional reference materials 
 

Council of Europe Convention on Action against Trafficking in Human Beings (CoE Convention) 
 

ICAT (Inter-Agency Coordination Group against Trafficking in Persons) 2012 The International Legal 
Frameworks concerning Trafficking in Persons 
 

The Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children 
(UN Trafficking Protocol) 
 

United Nations Convention against Transnational Organised Crime (UNTOC) 
 

UNODC 2004 Legislative Guides for the Implementation of the UNTOC and the Protocols thereto. 
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2. Trafficking in Persons 
 

Aim 
 

This module explains the root causes of trafficking in persons. It provides the definition of trafficking 
in persons at an international level and describes the constituent elements of trafficking in persons. It 
identifies the different forms of trafficking in persons and the types of exploitation, and explains why 
it is both a national and transnational crime. It provides the definition of smuggling of migrants 
(SOM) and its component elements, and explains the difference between trafficking in persons and 
SOM. 
 

Learning outcomes 
 
 Understand the international definition of trafficking in persons. 
 Know the constituent elements of trafficking in persons. 
 Know the means of trafficking in persons. 
 Recognise the different forms of trafficking in persons. 
 Recognise the different types of exploitation. 
 Understand that trafficking in persons can occur within State borders. 
 Understand the international definition of smuggling of migrants. 
 Distinguish trafficking in persons from smuggling of migrants. 

 

2.1. Definition of trafficking in Persons 
 

Objectives Methodology & Materials 
Proposed 
Duration 

At the completion of this session 
participants will: 
- Know the international definition of 
trafficking in persons. 
- Know why the constituent elements 
of trafficking in persons are impor-
tant and be able to recognise and 
understand the elements of the 
process. 
- Understand why the means of traf-
ficking are a component element of 
the definition. 
- Recognise the differing means and 
how they are used by traffickers to 
control victims. 

a. Lecture 
- The international definition of trafficking 
in persons. 
- The constituent elements of trafficking in 
persons. 
- Internal trafficking. 
 
b. Tools/Aids 
- Play video film/clips to explain the proc-
ess of trafficking. 
 
c. Small Group Discussion (SGD) 
- Participants to be provided with the dif-
ferent case studies in Case Study 2 (groups 
to be divided into multiples of 4) and dis-

90 minutes 
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- Know why a victim cannot consent 
to being trafficked. 
- Know that trafficking is both na-
tional and transnational. 
 

cuss why trafficking is a process and how 
and why traffickers use the different 
means. They should explain how the vic-
tims do not choose to be trafficked and 
why they are not consenting to be traf-
ficked. 
 
d. Discussion 
- To discuss the outcomes of the SGD and 
provide definition of the means. 

Resources: 
- Audio-visual aids – use of whiteboard/flip chart for discussion. 
- Tool/aids – use of projector and computer to play video film/clip 
- Provision of handout containing reference material. 
Reference materials: 
- Chapter 2.2 of the Handbook. 
- Case Study 2 – Annex 1. 
- IOM video films–“recruitment” and “transportation”. 
- Handout 2 - The means of trafficking in persons. 

 

2.2 Root causes 
 

Objectives Methodology & Materials 
Proposed 
Duration 

At the completion of this session 
participants will: 
- Recognise the root causes of traf-
ficking in persons 
- Understand why trafficking in per-
sons is highly gendered. 
- Recognise the factors that relate to 
the trafficking of children and under-
stand why it makes them vulnerable. 

a. SGD 
- Participants should be asked to identify 
the root causes of trafficking in persons. 
 

b. Discussion 
- Discuss the findings of the SGD and iden-
tify the root causes of trafficking in per-
sons. 
 

c. Lecture 
- The international legal instruments that 
apply to children. 
- Why trafficking in persons is a gendered 
phenomenon. 

60 minutes 

Resources: 
- Audio-visual aids – use of whiteboard/flip chart for discussion. 
Reference Materials: 
- Chapter 2.1, 2.1.1, 2.1.2 and 2.4 of the Handbook. 
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2.3. Exploitation 
 

Objectives Methodology & Materials 
Proposed 
Duration 

At the completion of this session 
participants will: 
- Understand that the act of traffick-
ing can be complete prior to the act 
of exploitation occurring. 
- Recognise the different forms of 
exploitation. 
- Recognise child exploitation and 
how it differs from adult exploita-
tion. 

a. Lecture 
- The meaning of exploitation, why it is not 
defined in international legal instruments 
and the problems this can cause. 
- The meaning of child exploitation. 
 
b. Discussion 
- Participants should be asked to identify 
the different forms of exploitation. 
 
c. Tools/Aids 
- Play video film to show exploitation and 
victim film describing situations of exploi-
tation. 
 
d. Lecture 
- An explanation of why exploitation is not 
understood, the practical and evidentiary 
challenges posed by certain forms of ex-
ploitation and the influence of gender on 
exploitation. 
 
e. Small Group Discussion (SGD) 
- Participants to be provided with the dif-
ferent case studies in Case Study  
3 (copies of all studies to each group) and 
discuss the different forms of exploitation. 
Participants should also refer to Case Study 
8 and be asked to identify different forms 
of child exploitation. 
 
f. Discussion 
- Discuss findings of SGD and identify the 
different and emerging forms of adult and 
child exploitation. 

2 hours 

Resources 
- Audio-visual aids – use of whiteboard/flip chart for discussion. 
- Tools/aids – use of projector and computer to play video film/clip. 
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- Provision of handout containing reference material. 
Reference materials: 
- Chapter 2.3 of the Handbook. 
- Case Study 3 – Annex 1. 
- Case Study 8 – Annex 1. 
- IOM video film – “exploitation”. 
- Victim Story video films – European Commission DGs Migration and Home website. Available 
from https://www.ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/ 
- Handout 3 - Forms of exploitation. 

 
2.4 Definition of smuggling of migrants 
 

Objectives Methodology & Materials 
Proposed 
Duration 

At the completion of this session par-
ticipants will: 
- Know the international definition of 
smuggling of migrants (SOM). 
- Understand the similarities between 
trafficking in persons (TIP) and SOM. 
- Distinguish the differences between 
TIP and SOM and recognise why that 
is important. 
- Recognise that regular/irregular mi-
grants are entitled to protection. 
 

a. Lecture  
- The international definition of smug-
gling of migrants. 
 
b. SGD 
- Participants to discuss Case Study 4 and 
outline the distinguishing factors be-
tween SOM and TIP. 
 
c. Lecture 
- The significance of the differences be-
tween TIP and SOM. 
- The protection measures available to 
regular/irregular migrants. 

60 minutes 

Resources: 
- Audio-visual aids – use of whiteboard/flip chart for discussion. 
Reference materials: 
- Chapter 2.5 of the Handbook. 
- Annex 1 – Case Study 4. 
 
Additional Reference Materials 
 
Batsyukova, S. 2012 Human Trafficking and Human Smuggling: Similar Nature, Different Concepts in 
Studies of Changing Societies: Comparative and Interdisciplinary Focus Vol 1(1) 
 

Buckland, B. 2009 “Human Trafficking & Smuggling: Crossover & Overlap” pp 137-166 in ed Friesen-
dorf, C. Strategies Against Human Trafficking: The Role of the Security Sector (2009) SHUTZ & HILFE. 
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Gallagher, A.  2006 “Trafficking, Smuggling and Human Rights” 25 Forced Migration Review pp25-28. 
 

ILO 2009 Forced Labour and Human Trafficking Casebook of Court Decision 
 

OSCE 2010 Unprotected Work, Invisible Exploitation: Trafficking for the Purpose of Domestic Servi-
tude 
 

Shelley, L.  2010 Human Trafficking: A Global Perspective, Cambridge. 
 

Shelley, L. 2014 Human Smuggling and Trafficking into Europe A Comparative Perspective, MPI. 
 

US Department of Justice 2005 Fact Sheet –Distinction between Human Smuggling and Human Traf-
ficking. 
 

United Nations Protocol against the Smuggling of Migrants by Land, Sea and Air, Supplementing the 
United Nations Convention Against Organised Crime. 
 

UNODC 2011 International Framework for Action to Implement the Smuggling of Migrants Protocol 
 

UNODC Guidance Note on ‘abuse of a position of vulnerability’ as a means of trafficking in persons in 
Article 3 of the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and 
Children. 
 

UNODC 2013 Issue Paper Abuse of a position of vulnerability and other “means” within the definition 
of trafficking in persons. 
 

UNODC 2014 Issue Paper on the Role of ‘Consent’ in the Trafficking in Persons Protocol. 
 

UNODC 2015 Issue Paper on the Concept of ‘Exploitation’ in Trafficking in Persons Protocol. 
 

UNODC 2004 Legislative Guides for the Implementation of the UNTOC and Protocols. 
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3. National Legal Framework 
 

Aim 
 
This module provides the national legal definitions of trafficking in persons and how these definitions 
should be interpreted by prosecutors. It identifies and explains the different forms of trafficking in 
persons and the types of exploitation, as defined within national legislation. It explains the national 
definition of SOM, and the similarities and differences between SOM and trafficking in persons are 
identified. 
 
Learning outcomes 
 
 Know the importance and legal obligations of international jurisprudence.  
 Recognise why trafficking in persons cases should be heard before criminal courts. 
• Understand how the measures in the National Action Plans on Trafficking in Persons influence 

the legislative framework. 
 Know the national definition of trafficking in persons. 
 Know the national definition of smuggling of migrants. 
 Recognise the difference between the international and national definitions of trafficking in 

persons. 
 Recognise the difference between the international and national definitions of smuggling of 

migrants. 
 Understand that international legal instruments take precedence. 

 
3.1 National law 

 

Objectives Methodology & Materials 
Proposed 
Duration 

At the completion of this session par-
ticipants will: 
- Understand the national definition 
of trafficking in persons and recognise 
any differences with the international 
definition. 
- Know of the additional primary and 
secondary legislation on trafficking in 
persons. 
- Know why trafficking in persons 
cases should be heard before criminal 
courts. 

a. Lecture 
- National definition of trafficking in per-
sons including children. 
- The structure of the national court sys-
tem and the decisions of the national 
courts. 
- The national policies and the measures 
within the National Action Plans. 
 
b. Discussion 
- Participants to discuss and provide their 
views on the decisions of national juris-

2 hours 
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- Know the decisions from national 
case law. 
- Understand how the National Action 
Plans influence legislative change. 
- Know the forms of exploitation de-
fined within national legislation. 
- Recognise child trafficking and un-
derstand why it is different from the 
trafficking of adults. 
- Understand the national definition 
of smuggling of migrants and recog-
nise any differences with the interna-
tional definition. 

prudence. 
 
c. Small Group Discussion  
- Participants to discuss Case Study 1 and 
provide a rationale for deciding which 
court and/or tribunal should have jurisdic-
tion over the case. 
 
d. Lecture 
- National definition of smuggling of mi-
grants including children. 

Resources: 
- Audio-visual aids – use of whiteboard/flip chart for discussion. 
- Provision of handout containing reference material. 
Reference materials: 
- Chapter 3 of the Handbook. 
- Annex 4 of the Handbook. 
- Case Study 1 – Annex 1. 

 
Additional Reference Materials 
 
Article 151 of the Constitution of Azerbaijan Republic 
 

Article 144 of the Criminal Code of Azerbaijan 
 

Article 137 of the Criminal Code on forceful removal of organs 
 

Article 151 of the Criminal Code on punishing the act of forcing a person into sexual relations 
 

Article 171 of the Criminal Code on pushing a minor into prostitution 
 

Article 242 of the Criminal Code on the illegal distribution of pornographic material 
 

Article 243 of the Criminal Code on pimping 
 

Article 244 of the Criminal Code on the maintenance of “immoral houses” for prostitution 
 

Article 17 of the Labour Code entitled on Prohibition of Forced Labour 
 

National Action Plan 2008 – 2013 
 

National Action Plan 2014 – 2018 
 

OSCE Action Plan to Combat Trafficking in Human Beings 
 

The Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan on Trafficking in Persons 
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4. Victim Rights and Assistance 
 
Aim 
 
This module defines a victim of trafficking and the rights and protections that victims are afforded by 
international legal instruments and national law. It explains why victim identification is important 
and how early identification is a prerequisite of a victim’s access to assistance and protection. It ex-
plains the victim protection measures provided by the National Referral Mechanism (NRM) and de-
scribes why victims have a right to confidentiality. 
 
Learning outcomes 
 
 Be familiar with the legal definition of a victim of trafficking in international and national law. 
 Understand why it is important to be able to identify potential victims of trafficking. 
 Understand how to identify a potential victim of trafficking. 
 Recognise the differences between potential victims of trafficking and regular/irregular mi-

grants. 
 Know why victims of trafficking need assistance. 
 Know what protection measures available to victims of trafficking and how they can be ac-

cessed. 
 Understand what rights victims of trafficking have and why. 
 Recognise the need for co-operation with non-governmental Organisations (NGOs). 
 Understand the necessity for victim confidentiality. 

 
4.1 Victim Identification 

 

Objectives Methodology & Materials 
Proposed 
Duration 

At the completion of this session par-
ticipants will: 
- Know how to identify victims of traf-
ficking and the victim verification 
process. 
- Recognise the victim indicators for 
differing types of trafficking. 
- Understand the significance and 
importance of identifying victims of 
trafficking. 
- Recognise how to identify child vic-
tims. 

a. Discussion 
- Participants to provide indicators for all 
types of trafficking. 
 
b. Lecture 
- Explain the purpose and importance of 
indicators of trafficking. 
- Explain the differing indicators and how 
they relate to the differing types of traf-
ficking in persons. 
- Explain the process of victim identifica-
tion. 

2 hours 
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Resources: 
- Audio-visual aids – use of whiteboard/flip chart for discussion.  
- Provision of a handout containing reference material. 
Reference materials: 
- Chapter 4.2, 4.3 and 4.4 of the Handbook. 
- Handout 3 – Forms of Exploitation. 

 
4.2 Victim assistance and protection 

 

Objectives Methodology & Materials 
Proposed 
Duration 

At the completion of this session 
participants will: 
- Recognise why victims need assis-
tance. 
- Understand the importance of a 
victim centred approach. 
- Recognise the legal requirement to 
assist and protect victims of traffick-
ing. 
- Be familiar with the National Refer-
ral Mechanism (NRM) and the proc-
ess of referring trafficked victims to 
the NRM. 
- Be familiar with the victim’s rights 
to confidentiality and data protection 
privacy. 
- Understand the role of the NGO. 
- Recognise why child trafficking vic-
tims need assistance. 
- Be familiar with the NRM and the 
process of referring trafficked victims 
to the NRM in relation to child vic-
tims. 
- Understand why a legal guardian 
should be appointed. 

a. Brainstorming 
- Participants to give ideas and opinions on 
why victims need protection and why each 
victim should be individually assessed. 
 
b. Lecture 
- The legal requirements that assist and 
protect victims and how and why a victim-
centred approach is essential. 
- The international and national NRM and 
how the process of the NRM works. 
- The right to confidentiality and privacy. 
- Repatriation. 
- The role of the NGO. 
 
c. Guest lecture 
- A specialist with knowledge of victims of 
trafficking to explain why victims need 
assistance and protection. 
 
d. Lecture 
- The legal requirement to assist and pro-
tect child victims. 
- The child protection measures and why 
each victim should be individually assessed  
- The international and national NRM and 
how the process of the NRM works in rela-
tion to child victims. 

90 minutes 

Resources: 
- Audio-visual aids – use of whiteboard/flip chart for discussion. 
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Reference materials: 
- Chapter 4.5 – 4.10 of the Handbook. 
- Annex 7 of the Handbook. 

 
Additional reference material 
 
Bosco, F. et al (2009) Human Trafficking Patterns ed. Friesendof. C. Strategies Against Human Traf-
ficking: The Role of the Security Sector 
 

Hoff, S. (2011) Project on Combating and Preventing Trafficking in Human Beings in Azerbaijan. The 
role of NGOs in combating human trafficking and supporting (presumed) trafficked persons 
 

ICAT (2014) Preventing Trafficking in Persons by addressing Demand 
 

ICMPD (2010) Guidelines for the Development of a Transnational Referral Mechanism for Trafficked 
Persons in Europe 
 

IOM (2007) Handbook on Direct Assistance for Victims of Trafficking 
 

OSCE (2004) National Referral Mechanisms Joining Efforts to Protect the Rights of Trafficked Persons 
A Practical Handbook 
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5. Working with Victims 
 
Aim 
 
This module explains the methods used to control victims and the impact of trafficking in persons on 
victims and their immediate, physical and psychological needs. It describes how a victim’s culture can 
influence their response. It explains how to interview victims of trafficking and why this is an essen-
tial part of the investigation. 
 
Learning outcomes 
 
 Recognise the methods used to control victims of trafficking. 
 Understand the affect that trauma can have on a victims of trafficking. 
 Recognise the manifestations of trauma and depression. 
 Understand the significance and influence of a victim’s culture. 
 Know how to interview victims of trafficking  

 

5.1 How victims are controlled 
 

Objectives Methodology & Materials 
Proposed 
Duration 

At the completion of this session par-
ticipants will: 
- Be familiar with the causes that 
make a victim vulnerable to becoming 
trafficked. 
- Recognise and understand the 
methods that the traffickers use to 
control victims. 

a. SGD 
- Participants to discuss Case Study 5 and 
identify how and why victims are con-
trolled. 
 
b. Lecture 
- Identification of the control methods. 

90 minutes 

Resources: 
- Audio-visual aids – use of whiteboard/flip chart for discussion. 
- Provision of handout containing reference material. 
Reference Material: 
Chapter 5.1 of the Handbook. 
- Annex 1 – Case Study 5. 
- Handout 4 – Control Methods. 
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5.2 The impact of trafficking in persons on victims 
 

Objectives Methodology & Materials 
Proposed 
Duration 

At the completion of this session par-
ticipants will: 
- Understand and recognise the physi-
cal and psychological impact on vic-
tims of trafficking. 
- Be familiar with the terminology for 
trauma and understand the conse-
quences for criminal justice practitio-
ners. 
- Know how to respect the rights of 
traumatised victims. 
 

a. Lecture 
- Explain the physical and psychological 
impact on victims of trafficking. 
- Define the meaning of trauma and the 
survival strategies victims of trafficking 
adopt. 
- Explain how the physical and psycho-
logical impact can adversely affect a vic-
tims of trafficking’s ability to provide 
testimony. 
 
b. Small Group Discussion 
- Participants to discuss Case Study 6 and 
determine what action they would take 
when dealing with a victim of trauma. 
 
c. Guest lecture 
- A person with specialist knowledge of 
victims of trafficking to explain the im-
pact that trafficking has on victims. 

2 hours 

Resources: 
- Audio-visual aids – use of whiteboard/flip chart for discussion. 
Reference materials: 
- Chapter 5.2 and 5.3 of the Handbook. 
- Annex 1 – Case Study 6. 

 
5.3 Interviewing victims 

 
Objectives Methodology & Materials Duration 

At the completion of this session par-
ticipants will: 
- Recognise the difficulties in inter-
viewing victims of trafficking. 
- Know how to plan and conduct an 
interview with a victim of trafficking. 
- Understand how to interview chil-

a. Lecture 
Objectives, challenges and the planning 
of an interview with a victim of traffick-
ing. 
- The difficulties and challenges of inter-
viewing children. 
 

90 minutes 
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dren and why it is different from in-
terviewing adults. 

b. Discussion 
- Participants to discuss the skills required 
to interview trafficked victims with refer-
ence to handout 4. 
 
c. Tools/Aids 
- Play video film of interview. 

Resources: 
- Audio-visual aids – use of whiteboard/flip chart for discussion. 
- Tools/aids – use of projector and computer to play video film. 
- Provision of a handout containing reference material. 
Reference materials: 
- Chapter 5.4 of the Handbook 
- UNODC Video film “Victims not villains” on the interviewing of victims. Available from 
https://www.unodc.org/centralasia/en/news/victims-not-villains_-a-supportive-approach-to-
interviewing-victims-of-human-trrafficking.html  
- Handout 4 - Interviewing skills. 

 
Additional reference materials 
 
IOM Victim Identification & Interview Techniques 
 

OSCE (2011) Trafficking in Human Beings: Identification of Potential and Presumed Victims. A Com-
munity Policing Approach 
 

OSCE Special Representative’s Policy and legislative Recommendations towards the effective imple-
mentation of the non-punishment provision with regard to victims of trafficking (April 2013) 
 

Stolen Smiles: a summary report on the physical and psychological health consequences of women 
and adolescents trafficked in Europe 
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6. Trafficking in Persons Prosecutions 
 
Aim 
 
This module will explain the role of the prosecutor and judges in the investigation, prosecution and 
judicial proceedings of trafficking in persons cases, and the benefits of case management. It will illus-
trate how and why victims should be protected and identify the best practices in obtaining victim 
testimony. It will identify investigative techniques and the rights of victims within criminal proceed-
ings. The module will look at investigative good practice and the impact of corruption, and also out-
line the circumstances under which trafficked victims should not be punished. 
 
Learning outcomes 

 
 Recognise the role of prosecutors and judges in trafficking in persons cases. 
 Recognise the importance of case management.  
 Recognise the impact of corruption. 
 Be familiar with best practices in obtaining victim testimony 
 Understand the investigative techniques used in trafficking in persons cases. 
 Recognise investigative good practice. 
 Know the circumstances in which a victim of trafficking should not be punished.  
 Understand why victims need to be protected. 

 
6.1 Role of prosecutors and judges  

 

Objectives Methodology & Materials 
Proposed 
Duration 

At the completion of this session 
participants will: 
- Understand why trafficking in per-
sons cases are victim-centred. 
- Recognise the benefits of case 
management. 
- Understand the influence of cor-
ruption. 

a. Lecture 
- The roles of prosecutors and judges in 
trafficking in persons cases. 
- The benefits of effective case manage-
ment. 
- The significance of corruption. 

60 minutes 

Resources: 
- Audio-visual aids – use of whiteboard/flip chart for discussion. 
Reference materials: 
- Chapters 6.1 and 6.4 of the Handbook. 
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6.2 Investigations 
 

Objectives Methodology & Materials Duration 
At the completion of this session 
participants will: 
- Understand the complexities and 
challenges of trafficking in persons 
cases. 
- Know why investigative approaches 
must comply with legislative re-
quirements. 
- Know investigative approaches. 
- Know how to use intelligence and 
specialist investigative approaches. 
- Understand the issues relating to 
child trafficking cases. 
 

a. Lecture 
- Investigative complexities and tech-
niques. 
- Investigating child trafficking. 
 
b. Discussion 
- Participants to identify the specialist 
investigative techniques relevant to traf-
ficking in persons. 
 
c. Lecture 
Investigative approaches and the legal 
requirements. 
 
d. Small Group Discussion 
- Participants to identify and discuss in-
vestigative good practice. 
 
e. Lecture 
- Investigative good practices and emerg-
ing trends. 

2 hours 

Resources: 
- Audio-visual aids – use of whiteboard/flip chart for discussion. 
Reference materials: 
- Chapters 6.2 and 6.3of the Handbook 
- Annex 8 and 9 of the Handbook. 

 
6.3 Victim protection measures 

 
Objectives Methodology & Materials Proposed 

Duration 
At the completion of this session 
participants will: 
- Understand the importance of a 
victim-centred approach. 
- Recognise the legal requirement to 
assist and protect victims of traffick-

a. Discussion 
- Participants to discuss and identify 
when and what protection measures are 
available during the investigation, prose-
cution and judicial proceedings. 
 

90 minutes 
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ing. 
- Know the victim protection meas-
ures available to victims during the 
investigation, prosecution and judi-
cial proceedings. 
- Know the victim protection meas-
ures available to child victims during 
the investigation, prosecution and 
judicial proceedings. 

b. Lecture 
- Victim protection measures for adults 
and children. 
- Witness protection. 

Resources: 
- Audio-visual aids – use of whiteboard/flip chart for discussion. 
Reference materials: 
- Chapters 6.5 – 6.7 of the Handbook 

 
6.4 Victim rights in court proceedings 

 

Objectives Methodology & Materials 
Proposed 
Duration 

At the completion of this session 
participants will: 
- Know what rights victims of traf-
ficking are entitled to in the criminal 
justice system. 
- Understand why victims of traffick-
ing are entitled to privacy and confi-
dentiality. 
- Know what financial redress victims 
are entitled to including compensa-
tion, confiscation and restitution. 
- Be familiar with the rights of child 
victims. 

a. Small Group Discussion 
- What information are victims of traffick-
ing entitled to during the investigation, 
prosecution and judicial hearings and 
how should they be provided with that 
information. 
 
b Discussion 
- Participants to identify what rights are 
available to trafficked victims in the 
criminal justice system. 
 
c. Lecture 
- The identification of the rights of victims 
of trafficking. 
 
d. Lecture 
- The right of victims to privacy and con-
fidentiality. 
- What compensation, confiscation and 
restitution remedies are available to traf-
ficked victims? 
 

90 minutes 
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Resources: 
- Audio-visual aids – use of whiteboard/flip chart for discussion. 
Reference Materials: 
- Chapters 6.10, 6.11 and 6.13 of the Handbook. 

 
6.5 Non-punishment of victims 

 

Objectives Methodology & Materials 
Proposed 
Duration 

At the completion of this session 
participants will: 
- Know the circumstances under 
which victims of trafficking should 
not be punished. 
 

a. Lecture 
- Explain the legal and practical implica-
tions on the non-punishment clause and 
why victims should not be punished. 
- How the non-punishment provision 
applies to child victims of trafficking. 

30 minutes 

Resources: 
- Audio-visual aids – use of whiteboard/flip chart for discussion. 
Reference Materials: 
- Chapter 6.12 of the Handbook. 

 
Additional reference materials 
 
Council of the EU JIT Manual 
 

Holmes, L. (2009) Human Trafficking & Corruption: Triple Victimisation? ed. Friesendorf, C. Strategies 
Against Human Trafficking: The Role of the Security Sector 8. International Co-operation. 
 

OSCE (2008) Compensation for Trafficked and Exploited Persons in the OSCE Region. 
 

Schrier, F. Human Trafficking, Organized Crime & Intelligence in Friesendorf, C. Strategies Against 
Human Trafficking: The Role of the Security Sector (2009). 
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7. International Co-operation 
 
Aim 
 
This module will explain the importance and legal framework of international co-operation and the 
process of mutual legal assistance. It will explain the role of international cooperation in the prosecu-
tion of trafficking in persons cases and the procedures for extradition. It will also explain why interna-
tional cooperation is important in victim protection, assistance and repatriation. 
 
Learning outcomes 
 
 Explain and recognise the international legal instruments that relate to international coopera-

tion. 
 Understand how to use international legal instruments to obtain mutual legal assistance. 
 Understand how to use international legal instruments to obtain victim assistance and protec-

tion. 
 Understand the legal implications and regulations when obtaining international cooperation. 

 

7.1 Legal framework 
 

Objectives Methodology & Materials 
Proposed 
Duration 

At the completion of this session par-
ticipants will: 
- Know which international legal in-
struments relate to international co-
operation. 
- Understand how to use the interna-
tional legal instruments. 
- Recognise the role of international 
cooperation in victim assistance and 
protection. 
 

a. Lecture 
- Importance and legal framework for 
international co-operation. 
- The process of mutual legal assistance 
(MLA). 
- How international cooperation can pro-
vide victim protection and assistance. 
 
b. Discussion 
- Participants to identify the complexities 
and challenges of international co-
operation. 
 
c. Lecture 
- Expediting international co-operation 
and MLA. 

2 hours 

Resources: 
- Audio-visual aids – use of whiteboard/flip chart for discussion. 
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Reference materials: 
- Chapter 7 of the Handbook. 

 
Additional reference materials 
 
ASEAN 2009 Handbook on International Legal Cooperation in Trafficking in Persons. 
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8. Mock Trial 
 
Aim 
 
This module provides a simulation of a trafficking in persons case within a court room scenario to 
reinforce the learning outcomes of the previous modules. 
 
Learning outcomes 

 
 To understand the implications of obtaining testimony from a trafficked victim suffering from 

trauma. 
 To recognise the factors relating to trauma. 
 To understand the “means” of trafficking. 
 To recognise the importance of victim privacy and confidentiality. 
 To recognise the control methods used by traffickers. 
 To know the constituent elements of the trafficking process and decide when a case complies 

with the legal definition of trafficking. 
 To understand the legal implications and significance of the non-punishment provision. 
 To understand the importance of a victim-centred approach and why the rights and dignity of 

the victim must be respected. 
 

Objectives Methodology & Materials 
Proposed 
Duration 

At the completion of this session par-
ticipants will:  
- Understand the implications of ob-
taining testimony from a victims of 
trafficking suffering from trauma. 
- Recognise the factors relating to 
trauma. 
- Understand the “means” of traffick-
ing. 
- Recognise the importance of victim 
privacy and confidentiality. 
- Recognise the control methods used 
by traffickers. 
- Know the constituent elements of 
the trafficking process and decide 
when a case complies with the legal 
definition of trafficking. 
- Understand the legal implications 

a. Simulation  
- (Mock trial) participants to follow sce-
nario in Annex 3 followed by lecturer-led 
discussion. 

3 hours 
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and the significance of the non-
punishment provision. 
Resources: 
- Room suitable to stage mock trial. 
Reference materials: 
- Mock trial case study. 
- Annex 3 - Mock trial scenario. 
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Annex 1 – Case Studies 
 

Case Study 1  
 

Objective: Provide a rationale for deciding which court should have jurisdiction over the case. 
 
Discussion points:  
Discuss which factors should be taken into consideration when deciding jurisdiction. 
Decide which court should hear the case based on the facts and why. 

 
A group of 80 labour migrants from India and Bangladesh was brought to IOM’s attention in late 
2011 after being trafficked by their Turkish contractor to Iraq. The myriad of human rights viola-
tions included limited freedom of movement, lack of access to medical care, and withholding of 
full payment of salaries. Around the same time, IOM was contacted by the Embassy of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina regarding 17 of its nationals who found themselves in similar straits. Thanks to pres-
sure exerted on the employers by the Embassy, the workers were able to obtain their passports 
and were provided with bus tickets so that they could freely return home.  
 
After months of negotiations and a labour strike, the Indian and Bangladeshi workers successfully 
forced their contracting company to pay them a portion of the salaries they were owed and cover 
the costs of their transportation home. The Iraqi authorities face severe challenges in investigating 
and prosecuting such cases, given that the exploited men wish to return home as soon as possible 
due to their immediate needs. In the absence of the victims, cases are being pursued in civil 
courts by power of attorney, yet criminal charges of trafficking have still to be brought against the 
employers, who remain unpunished to date.   
 
Global Eye On Human Trafficking Issue 11/March 2012 
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Case Study 2  
 

Objective: To understand the “means” of trafficking in persons and recognise why victims of traf-
ficking do not choose to be trafficked and cannot consent to being trafficked. 
 
Discussion points: 
Identify and discuss the “means” of trafficking using the case studies. 
Decide how they are used by traffickers to recruit victims. 
Discuss how the “means” are a constituent element of the trafficking process 
Define the trafficking process. 

 

Case Study 2 (A) – Physiological Coercion (sexual exploitation) 
 

The SNEEP Case - Aimelo District Court, the Netherlands. 
Sentenced date: 11/07/2008 
 
In this case there were six defendants, all guilty of trafficking in women with respect to one or 
more women. Five defendants were also guilty of participation in and/or leading a criminal or-
ganisation. 'A characteristic feature of the organisation was its ruthless and violent conduct. The 
case file is bursting with violence and intimidations. The five defendants have 'no respect at all for 
the physical and mental integrity and right of self-determination of these women'. Sentences 
varying from eight months to seven years and six months. Partial awarding of compensation of 
victims' claims for damages. Advance payments were awarded of up to EUR 50,000.  
 
In the case the Defence argued in favour of acquittal with respect to the trafficking in persons on 
the indictment. It was generally argued, in summary, that: 
- the women involved were already working in prostitution when they came into contact with the 
Defendant; 
- they had always been engaged in commercial sex work of their own free will; 
- insofar as the women shared their earnings with the Defendant or made payments to him, this 
was because they had an emotional relationship with him. 
 
In response to these defence arguments, the Court took the scope of Article 250a (old) of the 
Criminal Code into consideration: coercing into prostitution (by violence or other act or by threat 
of violence or other act), or inducing into prostitution (by misuse of authority arising from the 
actual state of affairs or misrepresentation). The means of coercion listed in Article 273f of the 
Criminal Code include: coercion, violence or other acts, the threat of violence or another act, mis-
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representation and misuse of authority arising from the actual state of affairs, or abuse of a vul-
nerable position. 
 
As accompanying important factors, the legislator envisaged the following, among other things: 
not having access to one's own financial means, not having access to a passport, not having a valid 
visa and debts involving such a repayment obligation that the person in question is forced to con-
tinue to engage in commercial sex work. Possible consent on the part of the victim to his or her 
exploitation is not determinative. Moreover, there can be no question of voluntariness if the 
commercial sex worker has no, or only a reduced, possibility of making a conscious choice with 
regard to the continuation or discontinuation of his or her relationship with the exploiter. The fact 
that the relationship was initially entered into on a voluntary basis and/or that the woman had 
previously been involved in prostitution is itself no indication of voluntariness. 
 
EU Anti-trafficking website. Available from Legislation and case law 
https://www.ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/  

 

Case Study 2(B) – Physiological Coercion (forced labour) 
 

United States v Bradley, 390 F.3d 145 (1st Cir. 2004) 
 
The defendants were convicted of forced labour and related crimes based on their abusive treat-
ment of several Jamaican seasonal workers whom they recruited in Jamaica and then kept in the 
United States by threats and other means. Each defendant was sentenced to a prison term of 70 
months: the minimum provided for under the governing provisions of the Sentencing Guidelines.  
 
The trial court charged the jury as follows: “The term "serious harm" includes both physical and 
non-physical types of harm. Therefore, a threat of serious harm includes any threats - including 
threats of any consequences, whether physical or non-physical, that are sufficient under all of the 
surrounding circumstances to compel or coerce a reasonable person in the same situation to pro-
vide or to continue providing labour or services. The appellate court appeared to recognise poten-
tial problems with the use of psychological coercion and stated “We do agree the phrase “serious 
harm” as extended to non-physical coercion ….. could be read to encompass conduct such as the 
employers “threat” not to pay for the passage home if an employee left early”. (ILO 2009 Forced 
Labour and Human Trafficking Case book of Court Decisions p106). 
 
In glossing the new statute, the conference report said "serious harm" was intended to encom-
pass not only physical violence, but also more subtle psychological methods of coercion; "such as 
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where traffickers threaten harm to third persons, restrain their victims without physical violence 
or injury, or threaten dire consequences by means other than overt violence."  
 
The defendants appealed and the appellate court found: “Thus, in an appropriate case we think 
that the court in instructing the jury would be required to draw a line between improper threats 
or coercion and permissible warnings of adverse but legitimate consequences.”  
 
Available from http://caselaw.findlaw.com/us-1stircuit/1423766.html#sthash.i7JLjhQ1.dpuf   

 

Case Study 2(C) – Deception 
 

“Terra Promessa” 
 
In 2005, Polish citizens started to call for help and support to return to their homeland from the 
Polish honorary consul in Bari. They stated that they had come to work in Italy, in the region of 
Apulia. They were promised good labour conditions and salary but were forced to work beyond 
their powers for no money or symbolic payment and they lived in conditions which were below 
minimal social standards.  
 
They were recruited through deception and an attractive work offer. There was a close connec-
tion between the recruitment cell in Poland and the persons who were organising work in Apulia. 
The recruiters offered the attractive and well-paid jobs by national and local newspapers and 
internet advertisements and by direct links with the future victims. 
 
The police forces of both countries freed113 victims of trafficking who had been kept as “slaves” 
in labour camps in the region of Apulia and forced to work in the agriculture sector in the area. 
 
Presentation by Polish Police - Warsaw 2006. 

 

Case Study 2(D) – Abuse of a Position of Vulnerability 
 

The Public Prosecution Service v. The Accused, No. 07.976405-06, District Court of Zwolle (29 April 
2008). 
 
Indian workers, resident in the State illegally, were employed by a tofu factory. They incurred 
substantial debts to finance the trip from India, they did not speak Dutch, nor did they have any 
identity documents. They worked long hours and were not paid for overtime. They had no health 
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insurance, and taxes and social service contributions were not paid for them. 
 
The issue before the Court was whether the defendants had violated the Criminal Code and com-
mitted offences of trafficking in persons. The Court in making its decision considered the charge as 
comprising two elements: (1) the means used; and (2) the exploitation. In considering the means 
it identified the issue as whether the defendants had abused the vulnerability of the workers as 
there was no evidence of deception or coercion. The Court noted the workers were vulnerable by 
reason of their illegal presence in the Netherlands, and the facts that they did not speak Dutch 
and had no identity papers. The Court also stated that to find the defendants had abused the 
workers’ vulnerability they had to have acted intentionally. This presupposes a certain degree of 
initiative and action by the perpetrator whereby they deliberately abused the weaker or more 
vulnerable position of the victims. 
 

The Court found that there was an abuse of the vulnerability of the victims, but there was no ex-
ploitation.  
 

ILO 2009 Forced Labour and Human Trafficking Casebook of Court Decisions pp65-66. 

 
Case Study 3 

 
Objective: To recognise the different forms of exploitation. 
 
Discussion points: 
Define what exploitation means within the trafficking process. 
Discuss why the legal definition of trafficking in persons can be completed without the actual 
exploitation occurring. 
Identify the different forms of exploitation. 
Recognise the different forms of exploitation within the case studies. 

 

Case Study 3 (A) – Forced Labour 
 

Uzbekistan v Turchinov - Miribad District Court, Uzbekistan. 
 
UNODC No.: UZB001:  Sentence Date: 2012-12-17 
 
In the Spring of 2012, the defendant T, together with other individuals, organised the recruitment 
and transportation through deception of four individuals to the town of Chernayevka in Kazakh-
stan to work as construction workers. Upon arrival, they were handed over to an individual by the 
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name of H who took the four individuals to the construction site. The owner of the site took away 
their passports, did not pay them any salary, and exploited them using the threat of the use of 
force. This continued until July 2012.  
 
In June 2012, another victim that was recruited by defendant T arrived at the site and fell under 
the same scheme. For his part of the work, defendant T received 560,000 Tenge. Furthermore, T 
continued this practice also in May2012, sending another 3 victims to the above-mentioned site 
using the same organised criminal group, and received for this 1200 USD. 
 
Taking into account the witness testimonies of four victims, as well as the gathering of evidence 
and defendant T's guilty plea, the Court concluded that defendant T was guilty under Art. 135, 
Part 3 (g) of the Criminal Code of the Republic of Uzbekistan, of trafficking in persons for recruit-
ment to forced labour through deception, transport, transfer, the keeping of individuals outside 
the country's borders against their will, the confiscation of documents against their will, and par-
ticipation in an organised criminal group. 
 
UNODC Human Trafficking Case Law Database. Available from https://www.unodc.org/cld  

 

Case Study 3(B) – Domestic Servitude 
 

Siliadin v France (ECHR Application no. 73316/01) 
 
A 15-year-old girl was brought to France from Togo by ‘Mrs D’, who paid for her journey but then 
confiscated her passport. It was agreed that the girl would work for Mrs D until she had paid back 
her air fare, but after a few months she was ‘lent’ to ‘Mr and Mrs B’, who forced her to work for 
15 hours a day, seven days a week with no pay, no holidays, no identity documents and without 
her immigration status being authorised. The girl wore second-hand clothes and did not have her 
own room.  
 
The authorities intervened once they were alerted to the situation. However, at the time, slavery 
and servitude were not specifically criminalised in France. The European Court of Human Rights 
held that the girl had been held in servitude and that France had breached its positive obligations 
to prohibit slavery and forced labour, because French law had not afforded the girl specific and 
effective protection. 
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Case Study 3(C) – Removal of Organs 
 

Medicus Clinic – Pristina, Kosovo. 
 
An EU-led court in Kosovo found five people guilty in connection with a human organ-trafficking 
ring. The five were accused of carrying out dozens of illegal transplants at the Medicus Clinic. The 
trade was discovered when a Turkish man collapsed after having one of his kidneys removed at 
the clinic. 
The case was tried by Eulex, the European Union's law and order that was set up in Kosovo to 
handle sensitive cases.  
 
The special court heard that the Medicus Clinic recruited poor people from across Eastern Europe 
and Central Asia, promising them EUR 15,000 for their organs. Donors came from Moldova, Ka-
zakhstan, Russia and Turkey and lived in "extreme poverty or acute financial distress", the indict-
ment said "They were alone, did not speak the local language, were uncertain of what they were 
doing and had no one to protect their interests," Organ recipients were alleged to have been 
mainly from Israel and to have paid between EUR 80,000 and 100,000 each to receive transplants. 
 
Prosecutors alleged that at least 30 illegal kidney removals and transplants were carried out at the 
Medicus clinic in 2008.  
 
The clinic's director, urologist Lutfi Dervishi was sentenced to eight years in prison for organised 
crime and human trafficking. His son, Arban, was sentenced to seven years and three months, 
while three other defendants received between one and three years' imprisonment. 

 

Case Study 3(D) – Begging 
 

Tribunal Correctionnel de Nivelles - Begging conviction. 
 
Belgium Criminal Court of Nivelles. Sentence date: 25 January 013. 
Purpose of exploitation: Forced begging.  
 
A Hungarian person residing in Slovakia had allegedly deceived some people in order to exploit 
them for begging. These people were highly impaired and in such a poor social or health condition 
that they had no alternative but to tolerate this person’s bad intentions. 
 

The trafficker often initially pretended to be a relative of the above people to take them away 
from the places where they lived. They were then forced to live together in the perpetrator’s flat 
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(or even sleep four in a car) and beg within supermarket parking yards in Belgium. They were left 
there on wheelchairs with placards soliciting for money. The perpetrator subsequently extorted 
this, along with all the social allowances the impaired people received in Slovakia. A sentence of 
six years detention and a EUR 30,000 fine have been imposed on the trafficker. 
 

EU Anti-trafficking website. Available from Legislation and case law 
https://www.ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/ 

 

Case Study 4 
 

Objective: To be able to distinguish between trafficking in persons (TIP) and smuggling of migrants 
(SOM). 
 

Discussion points: 
Identify the differing elements of TIP and SOM. 
Decide if the facts as presented in the case study relate to TIP or SOM and explain the differences. 

 
Iraqi-Kurdish SOM Case. 
 
In December 2012 the criminal court in Leuven, Belgium convicted the defendants. During the 
period November 2008 to February 2009 an Iraqi- Kurdish people-smuggling organisation used 
private cars and trains to smuggle Iraqi-Kurdish persons from their own region on at least 16 occa-
sions. They were transported, via Greece and Italy, to Belgium where they requested asylum or 
were taken to Norway and/or Sweden. The persons were well treated and during the journey the 
smugglers used other smuggling networks. The cost of the transport from Italy to Belgium was 
EUR 1,300-1,500 per person and payments were made through the hawala banking system or 
cash. 
 
Centre for Equal Opportunities and Opposition to Racism 2012 Trafficking in and Smuggling of 
Human Beings Annual Report p73. 
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Case Study 5 
 

Objective: To identify how trafficked victims are controlled and the methods used to control them. 
 

Discussion points: 
Identify the different control methods. 
Discuss whether any control methods are used in the case study. 
Relate the control methods to potential trafficked victims in Azerbaijan and decide if they are be 
used by traffickers. 
 
Case workers from Bosnia and Herzegovina 
 
Over 600 workers from Bosnia and Herzegovina, Macedonia and Serbia were working on construc-
tion sites managed by the SerbAz company in Azerbaijan. The workers had been given tourist visas 
on arrival in Azerbaijan and had to hand over their passports to their employer. They were never 
provided with any legal work permits, thereby making them illegal migrant workers. Their salaries 
had been delayed or reduced, (the workers received $2-3 per hour after being promised $6 – 7 in 
their original contracts), and after May 2009 the workers did not receive any wages at all. 
 
The workers lived in cramped accommodation, worked 12 hour days and where exposed to physi-
cal and verbal threats and punishments. Their freedom of movement was restricted as they had to 
ask for permission to leave the houses where they stayed. They were not given medical assistance 
following accidents on the work site. Two migrant workers were reported to have died. The work-
ers were trafficked into Azerbaijan with recruitment undertaken by word of mouth through private 
agencies who charged a fee of US$600 per person, whilst also confiscating passports which were 
never returned. The majority of workers had paid for their tourist visas themselves; they were 
subsequently not issued with the residence or work permits which it had been promised they 
would be provided with within 30days.Therefore they were residing illegally in Azerbaijan.  
 
Never Work Alone report - Anti-Slavery International. Available from 
www.antislavery.org/includes/documents/cm_docs/2011/n/never_work_alone.pdf  
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Case Study 6 
 

Objective: To recognise the terminology for trauma and understand the implications for criminal 
justice practitioners. 
 
Discussion points: 
What is the impact of trauma? 
What survival strategies to victims adopt? 
Discuss how this can impact on investigations, prosecutions and judicial proceedings. 

 
Consequences for criminal justice practitioners. 
 
The behaviour of the victim could include: 
 
 Hostility towards the investigator or prosecutor. The victim may have learned that anything 

jeopardising the dominance of the traffickers could lead to immediate violence. She/he may 
thus avoid any cooperation with law enforcement or judicial authorities; 

 Failure to cooperate with the investigation or prosecution; 
 Memory loss, lapses and discrepancies resulting in: 
- Changes in the account at different times 
- Inability to recall details 
- Ability to recall central details of a traumatic incident, but not peripheral details such as descrip-
tions of clothing, rooms or vehicles 
- Blocking out events that were most life threatening (i.e. dissociation) 
 Outbursts that appear to be irrational; 
 Disorientation after leaving a situation of ongoing trauma and control; 
 Continuing anxiety despite apparently being “safe”; 
 Needing more breaks, rest and sleep than might be expected; 
 Reconstruction and remembering. For many victims, there is a period of re-construction as 

they process what has happened to them. Victims re-interpret events and try to come to terms 
with their experience, to possibly find an explanation for what has happened, or to evaluate 
the event. 

 
UNODC 2009 Anti-human trafficking manual for criminal justice practitioners Module 3 p10. 
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Case Study 7 
 

Objectives: To recognise the defined elements of child trafficking. 
 
Discussion points: 
- How is child trafficking differentiated from the trafficking of adults? 
- What are the international and legal differences that relate to child trafficking? 
- What international legal instruments specifically relate to children? 

 
Defined Elements of Child trafficking.  
 A child is a person under the age of 18 years;  
 Recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring or receipt, whether by force or not, by a 

third person or group;  
 The third person or group organises the recruitment and/or these other acts for exploitative 

purposes;  
 Movement may not be a constituent element for trafficking in so far as law enforcement and 

prosecution is concerned. However, an element of movement within a country or across bor-
ders is needed – even if minimal – In order to distinguish trafficking from other forms of slav-
ery and slave like practices enumerated in Article 3 (a) of ILO Convention No. 182, and to en-
sure that victims of trafficking separated from their families do receive the assistance they 
need;  

 Exploitation includes:   
a) all forms of slavery or practices similar to slavery, debt bondage and serfdom and forced or 
compulsory labour, including forced or compulsory recruitment of children for use in armed con-
flict (Convention No. 182, Art. 3(a));  
b) the use, procuring or offering of a child for prostitution, for the production of pornography or 
for pornographic performances (Convention No. 182, Art. 3(b));  
c) the use, procuring or offering of a child for illicit activities, in particular for the production and 
trafficking of drugs as defined in the relevant international treaties (Convention No. 182, Art. 3(c)); 
d) work which, by its nature or the circumstances in which it is carried out, is likely to harm the 
health, safety or morals of children (Convention No. 182, Art. 3(d) and Convention No. 138, Art 3); 
e) work done by children below the minimum age for admission to employment (Convention No. 
138, Art. 2 & 7).  
 Threat or use of force or other forms of coercion, abduction, fraud or deception, or the abuse 

of power or a position of vulnerability at any point of the recruitment and movement do not 
need to be present in case of children (unlike for adults), but are nevertheless strong indica-
tions of child trafficking; 
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Case Study 8 
 

Objective: To recognise how children are exploited. 
 
Discussion points: 
Is child exploitation different from the exploitation of adult trafficked victims? 
What are the different types of child exploitation? 

 
Roma father case: Country: Italy. 
 
Court:  Supreme Court of Cassation, V Criminal Section: Sentence date: 6 October 2010 
 
Purpose of exploitation: Criminal activities by minors. 
 
Custody in prison and charges of enslavement for a Roma father who “sold” his underage daugh-
ter to people who forced her to steal was charged with enslavement. He "sold" his underage 
daughter for EUR 200,000 to a family who forced her to steal goods in apartments. The story that 
led to the arrest of the appellant was brought to light through wiretaps which clearly showed that 
the child had been "trained" to steal. She was also threatened so that, if caught red-handed, she 
would not tell the police about her trafficking situation or that she had been sold to steal, as she 
had been compelled to do by her parents since her childhood.  
 
With this judgment the Supreme Judges endorsed the decision made by the Tribunal of Freedom 
not to release her father, who had tried to pass off the sum of money that ended up in his pockets 
as a bride price. This excuse did not pass the scrutiny of the judges of the Courthouse [in 
Rome].The amount paid by the head of the family who had received the child was just the price 
established for selling a minor who was "regarded as something that could be a subject of trade." 
Hence the serious charge of enslavement was made. 
 
EU Anti-trafficking website. Available from 
https://ec.europa.eu/anti-trafficking/legislation-and-case-law-case-law/roma-fathercase_en 
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Case Study 9 
 

Objective: To recognise how to obtain the best testimony from child trafficked victims. 
 
Discussion points: 
Who should interview a child victim? 
What special measures should be taken when interviewing children? 
Who should be present at the interview? 
Should a child always give testimony? 

 
Achieving Best Evidence in Criminal Proceedings: Guidance on interviewing victims and witnesses, 
and guidance on using special measures. 
 

ABE provides detailed recommended procedure for interviewing child witnesses. The Guidance 
covers practical issues around initial contact with the witness, consent, when the child can be 
further interviewed and issues to be considered for very young children, children with disabilities 
or children who are psychologically disturbed. 
 

 Only staff trained in the needs and rights of children should question potential victims. When 
possible and appropriate, children should be questioned by same sex staff. 

 Create a space that is age appropriate, possibly including toys, books or games. 
 Establish a rapport by talking about, or doing things that are not related to the trafficking ex-

perience (discuss things the child is familiar with; play games) 
 Keep the atmosphere simple and informal (do not assume an air of interrogation or press for 

responses). Consider sitting on the floor with a child while they play; communicate with chil-
dren at eye level. 

 Use appropriate and child-friendly language (pick-up terms the child uses). 
 Explain things in a manner a child can easily comprehend (consider using visual aids). Ques-

tions should be adapted to the age and mental capacity of a child. 
 Begin with open-ended questions, allowing a child to give their own account. Avoid leading 

questions e.g. “Did the person abuse you?” and use more open questions, e.g. “What did the 
person do?” 

 Do not pursue and press for details when there are signs that a child has told all they know. 
Keep in mind that children may leave information out, or may give an answer they believe the 
interviewer wants to hear. 

 Interviews should take place in the presence of a parent if possible. If this is not possible, a 
legal guardian such as a trained psychologist or social worker should be present. 

 End the interview in a way that reassures the child that they have done well and that the inter-
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viewer will be available if they need to talk again. 
Ministry of Justice (UK) 2011 Achieving Best Evidence in Criminal Proceedings. Guidance on inter-
viewing victims and witnesses, and guidance on using special measures. 
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Annex 2 – Evaluation/Assessment 
 

Training for Prosecutors and Judges on Trafficking in Persons in Azerbaijan 
 
Training Evaluation 
 
Date of Training:______________  
 
Trainer(s) :___________________ 
 
1. Were the objectives of the training clearly defined? 
 

o Very good 
o Good 
o Could be better, could be worse 
o Bad 
o Very bad 

 
 
2. Were the topics covered relevant? 
 

o Yes 
o No 
o Do not know 

 
  
3. Was the training useful for your professional life and will it contribute to you becoming 
more effective? 
 

o Yes, strongly agree 
o Yes, agree 
o Neutral 
o No, disagree 
o No, strongly disagree 

 
4. Were the training objectives met?? 
 

o Yes, strongly agree 
o Yes, agree 
o Neutral 
o No, disagree 
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o No, strongly disagree 
 

5. Was/Were the trainer(s) knowledgeable about the topic? 
 

o Yes, strongly agree 
o Yes, agree 
o Neutral 
o No, disagree 
o No, strongly disagree 

 
 
6. Was the time allotted to each module sufficient? 
 

o Yes, strongly agree 
o Yes, agree 
o Neutral 
o No, disagree 
o No, strongly disagree 

 
 
7.   Was participation and interaction encouraged? 
 

o Yes, strongly agree 
o Yes, agree 
o Neutral 
o No, disagree 
o No, strongly disagree 

 
 
 
8.   Were the training facilities satisfactory? 
 

o Yes 
o No 
o Do not know 

 
9.   What was good about the training? 
 
10.  What could be improved? 
 
Comments: 
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Annex 3 – Mock trial 
 

Purpose:  
 
To simulate a court case that offers a “real life” element to the training. 

 
Objectives:  
 

 To understand the implications of obtaining testimony from a victim of trafficking suffering 
from trauma. 

 To recognise the factors relating to trauma. 
 To understand the “means” of trafficking. 
 To recognise the importance of victim privacy and confidentiality. 
 To recognise the control methods used by traffickers. 
 To know the constituent elements of trafficking process and decide when a case complies with 

the legal definition of trafficking. 
 To understand the legal implications and the significance of the non-punishment provision. 
 To understand the importance of a victim-centred approach and why the rights and dignity of 

the victim must be respected. 
 
Case Study 

 
The case related to the trafficking in prostitutes from Lithuania to the Republic of Azerbaijan and 
the control of their activities by two participants, R & I. During their investigation the police ob-
tained statements from a number of Lithuanian women who had come to this country expressly 
for the purpose of working in prostitution. None of them, however, expected to work in the man-
ner they were subsequently required to. 
 

There were four adult women who described having arrived between November 2011 and Sep-
tember 2012, from Lithuania. They described being met on arrival at different destinations by I 
who, in several cases, had apparently paid their travel fares and to whom they paid the bulk of 
their earnings from working, many hours a day, five or six days a week. They were required, 
against their wishes, to service drunken clients and in some cases they were required, against 
their wishes, to work when they were menstruating. Both these appellants drove them to broth-
els. 
 

One of the women dialled the emergency hotline on her own telephone, and explained her pre-
dicament. A man who was passing by at the time was sufficiently concerned to take the telephone 
from her and speak to the operator. Thereupon officers were dispatched and came to the scene. 
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The woman, X, made a statement to the police which led to a much larger investigation. 
X told the police that her two cousins, who were sisters, had been due to come to this country to 
work in prostitution and, in consequence, a surveillance operation was mounted. They were seen 
to arrive and were met by I. They asked him what had happened to their cousin. He said X was 
working elsewhere and he took them to a flat where two other commercial sex workers and an-
other man were waiting for them. R arrived a short while later. 
 

The following day, I and R arrived bringing food. A bald man turned up who said he was going to 
be their boss and that X had been sold to him or was about to be sold to him by I. The surveillance 
operation continued and I and R were seen driving different women to brothels in various places.  
 

I was arrested and had in his wallet three $20 notes which the police were able to identify as hav-
ing been handed over by them in connection with prostitution the previous day. In his home was 
found $4,315 in cash, banking documents revealing large deposits of cash and transfers to Lithua-
nia and Albania, and a number of documents supporting false identities for him. There was also 
correspondence indicating that the two participants had shared a flat together. There were bogus 
employment references and numerous work records for various commercial sex workers, which 
showed that the earnings had been split 25 per cent for the girl and 75 per cent for the pimp. 
 

When R was arrested he had just under $400 in cash in his possession. When his home was 
searched, banking documentation revealing the movement of large amounts of cash including 
transfers to Albania and Lithuania were recovered, together with work rotas for the commercial 
sex workers. 
 
When he was interviewed I said that his girlfriend supported him from her work in prostitution 
and she was his only source of income. He denied having arranged for any women to come to this 
country for the purpose of prostitution. He did, however, admit that he knew some of the women 
whom he drove round were commercial sex workers, but he claimed they did not work for him. 
 
When R was interviewed he made a prepared statement in which he said he had never knowingly 
taken prostitutes to work but had given lifts to women that he did not know. He claimed to have 
saved a lot by working and sent money back to Albania and transferred some money on behalf of 
a Lithuanian friend. 
 
It is accepted that the women had come to this country for the purposes of prostitution, and in 
consequence had not been in any way corrupted. But they had, by reason of the conditions in 
which they were required to work, been coerced. There was a high degree of planning and organi-
sation involved in trafficking in people and some evidence of threats and inhuman treatment and 
restriction of the women's liberties and confiscation of their passports.  
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Preparation:  
 
Explain the methodology and the process of the mock trial, provide handouts and information and 
answer any questions. 
 
Procedure:  
 
Define the roles for each participant to ensure all the objectives are covered within the mock trial.  
Assign roles for the mock trial, which include: 

 Victim of trafficking 
 Prosecuting lawyer 
 Defence lawyer 
 Judge 
 Lawyer or non-government organisation to represent victim 

 
Participants will be provided with information about their role in the mock trial and they should take 
cognisance of the key issues both in the Handbook and the Curriculum relating to the rights of vic-
tims within the criminal justice system. 
 
Mock trial: 
 
Commence mock trial within a teaching room appropriate for the undertaking. 
 
Discussion: 
 
At the conclusion of the mock trial the participants, including those who took part in the mock trial, 
will provide feedback. The trainer will then lead a discussion on all aspects of the mock trial and will 
conclude indicating good practice and what procedures should be followed. 
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Handouts 

Handout 1 – International Jurisprudence 
 

Prosecutor v Kunarac, Kovac and Vukovic (Cases No IT-96-23 (22 February 2001) and IT-96-23/1-
T(12 June 2002) (Appeals Chamber)). 
From April 1992 to February 1993 the area of Foca, Serbia was the scene of an armed conflict. 
Non-Serb civilians, Muslim civilians and women in particular, were killed, raped or otherwise mis-
treated as a direct consequence of the conflict. On 22 February 2001, the Trial Chamber found K, K 
and V guilty of crimes against humanity on the counts of enslavement, rape and torture as well as 
violations of the laws and customs of war on the counts of rape and torture. 
 

The International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia (ICTY) concluded that the traditional 
concept of “slavery” has evolved to encompass various contemporary forms of slavery, based on 
the exercise of any or all of the powers attaching to the right of ownership. They observed that 
the definition may be broader than the ‘traditional and sometimes apparently distinct definitions 
of either slavery, the slave trade and servitude or forced or compulsory labour found in other ar-
eas of international law’. 
 

Van der Mussele v. Belgium (ECHR Application no. 8919/90) 
A Belgium lawyer argued that providing an uncompensated pro bono service as part of his training 
was a violation of Article 4 of the ECHR. The Court rejected the claim but analysed each element of 
a forced labour violation. 
 

The Court took the definition under ILO Convention No. 29 concerning “Forced or Compulsory 
Labour” which defined forced labour as “all work or service that is exacted from any person under 
the menace of any penalty and for which the said person has not offered himself voluntarily”. The 
Court held that this definition was a starting point for the interpretation of Article 4 of the ECHR. 
 

Notwithstanding actual consent, forced or compulsory labour may exist where a considerable and 
unreasonable imbalance exists between the aim pursued and obligations undertaken by the 
worker in order to achieve that aim. This definition echoes the definition of debt bondage and 
courts should be willing to look beyond actual subjective consent to the objective terms and con-
ditions of work. 
 

Siliadin v France (ECHR Application no. 73316/01) 
The Applicant was a fifteen year old girl who was brought from Togo to France by means of deceit 
for purposes of labour exploitation. It was the ECtHR’s first judgment under the CoE Convention, 
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and on trafficking in persons generally, within the context of Article 4 of the ECHR. The Court con-
cluded that the applicant, a minor at the time, had been subjected to forced labour and was held 
in servitude within the meaning of Article 4 of the CoE Convention. 
 

The Court unequivocally stated that, “it necessarily follows from this provision [Article 4] that 
States have positive obligations, in the same way as under Article 3 ECHR for example, to adopt 
criminal-law provisions which penalise the practices referred to in Article 4 and to apply them in 
practice”. 
 

Rantsev v Cyprus and Russia (Application No. 25965/04) 
This case involved a Russian national, Ms Rantseva, who entered Cyprusan artiste visa (widely 
known to be used by human traffickers to bring women into the country for purposes of forced 
prostitution in nightclubs). She escaped from the club where she was working, but her “employ-
ers” found her and brought her to a police station in order to have her deported for violating the 
terms of her visa.  After spending several hours at the police station, the police, not intending to 
deport her, contacted the alleged traffickers to come and pick her up, which they did.  Several 
hours later Ms Rantseva was found dead on the pavement outside the apartment building of one 
of the men concerned.  
 

The applicant (Ms Rantseva’s father) complained, principally, about the failure to investigate the 
allegations of trafficking in persons and his daughter’s death, as well as the failure of the Cypriot 
authorities to protect his daughter.  
 

The Court found, unanimously, that trafficking in persons, although not explicitly mentioned in the 
ECHR, fell within the scope of Article 4 (prohibition of slavery, servitude and forced labour).The 
Court also took a much more thorough look at the whole issue of trafficking and clarified the obli-
gations of States in this respect.  
 

In its judgment, the Court found violations of Article 2, a violation by Cyprus of the procedural 
obligation to carry out an effective investigation; Article 4, in three respects; a violation by Cyprus 
of the procedural obligation to put in place an appropriate legislative and administrative frame-
work; a violation by Cyprus of the positive obligation to take protective measures; a violation by 
Cyprus and Russia of the procedural obligation to investigate human trafficking; Article 5(1) a vio-
lation by Cyprus arising out of Ms Rantseva’s detention in the police station until the alleged traf-
fickers came to get her and her subsequent detention in the apartment before her death. 
 

This is an extremely important case for individuals who have been trafficked for the purposes of 
exploitation, but who have escaped from their traffickers before actually being forced into exploi-
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tation, which can be categorised as slavery, servitude or forced or compulsory labour. Having 
found that trafficking in persons itself comes within the scope of ECHR article 4, the Court makes 
specific mention of the positive obligations of States, under ECHR article 4, to have in place ade-
quate protection measures for victims of trafficking and for potential victims. 
 

The Court in Rantsev found that the CoE States have three positive obligations towards victims of 
trafficking: 
 

 To have in place a legislative and administrative framework designed to punish human traffick-
ers; 

 To protect individuals who have been or are at risk of becoming victims of trafficking; and 
 To investigate acts of trafficking in persons and, where possible, prosecute the traffickers.  
 
C.N. v UK (Application no. 4239.08) 
This case is about a woman who was held in domestic servitude and it is the fourth judgment in 
which the Court found a violation of the prohibition of slavery, forced labour and servitude (Article 
4 ECHR).  The applicant was from Uganda and she travelled to the United Kingdom (UK) to escape 
from sexual and physical violence. A relative helped her to get to the UK, but once there he took 
away her passport and traveling documents. The applicant worked for an elderly couple, on-call 
day and night with just one afternoon per month off. Her wages were paid to her relative who 
kept them and gave the applicant very little of her wages. 
  
The Court held that Article 4 of the ECHR entails a procedural duty on the part of the States to 
investigate “where there is a credible suspicion that an individual’s rights under that Article have 
been violated” (paragraph 69). That the legislative provisions in force in the United Kingdom at the 
relevant time were inadequate to afford practical and effective protection against treatment fal-
ling within the scope of Article 4 of the Convention.  
 

The Court noted that domestic servitude is a specific offence, distinct from trafficking and exploi-
tation. It involves a complex set of dynamics, involving both overt and subtler forms of coercion, 
to force compliance. A thorough investigation into complaints of such conduct therefore requires 
an understanding of the many subtle ways an individual can fall under the control of another. 
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Handout 2 – The Means of Trafficking in Persons 
 

The means of human trafficking are defined as follows: 
 
Force refers to the threat or use of force or other forms of coercion. This threat can be either on 
or against the victim or a member of their family. 
 

Coercion means use of force or threat thereof, and some forms of non-violent or psychological use 
of force or threat thereof. 
 

Abduction is the act of forcibly taking someone away against their will and can include forcibly 
taking a child from his or her parent. There is no specific definition of abduction in relation to traf-
ficking in persons. 
 

Fraud includes acts of deception, understood as misleading a person by words or conduct about 
the nature of work or services to be provided (i.e. promises of legitimate work, the conditions of 
work, the extent to which the person will be free to leave his or her place of residence, or other 
circumstances involving exploitation of the person.  
 

Abuse of power or of a position of vulnerability is understood to refer to any situation in which the 
person involved has no real acceptable alternative but to submit to the abuse involved. 
 

Payment or receipt of a benefit to person with control of another is a situation where the trafficker 
has given another person payment, of some kind, for the use of the victim. 
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Handout 3 – Forms of Exploitation 
 

The purpose of trafficking in persons is the exploitation of the victim and it is an essential ele-
ment of the trafficking offence.  
Forced labour (servitude): There is no definition of forced labour within the UN Trafficking Proto-
col and Article 4 of the Human Rights Convention does not define forced or compulsory labour. 
The definition provided by the ILO Forced Labour Convention, 1930, (No. 29), which was acknowl-
edged in the decision in Van der Mussele v. Belgium, appears to be the basis for the definition in 
the CoE Convention. 
 
Domestic servitude is an invisible form of exploitation which can be difficult to detect. Trafficking 
for domestic servitude covers a range of situations, all of which share certain features: subjuga-
tion and the obligation to provide work for a private individual, low or no salary, no days off, psy-
chological and/or physical violence, limited or restricted freedom of movement and the impossi-
bility of a private life. 
 
Sexual exploitation predominantly affects women and children victims, who are held and ex-
ploited in slavery-like conditions. It can include prostitution in bars, massage parlours, escort ser-
vices, private houses, brothels, and hostess clubs, as well as pornography and forced marriage. 
 
Slavery is defined in the Slavery Convention of 1926 as: “The status or condition of a person over 
whom or all of the powers attaching the rights of ownership are exercised”. 
 
Practices similar to slavery encompass debt bondage, sale of children for exploitation, serfdom, 
and servile forms of marriage, which have all been defined in international law. These are consis-
tent with the specific prohibitions in the Supplementary Convention on the Abolition of Slavery. 
 
Removal of organs: Article 3(a) of the UN Trafficking Protocol defines trafficking in persons and 
Article 4(a) of the CoE Convention includes the ‘removal of organs’ as a form of exploitation. 
 
Begging: There is no reference to ‘begging’ in either the UN Trafficking Protocol or the CoE Con-
vention. However, Article 2 the Directive includes ‘begging’ as a form of exploitation and states 
that “within the context of this Directive, forced begging should be understood as a form of forced 
labour or services as defined in the 1930 ILO Convention no. 29 concerning Forced or Compulsory 
Labour.” 
 
Forced or servile marriage is not directly referenced within any international legal instrument. 
However, the factors that determine whether a forced marriage is trafficking in persons include 
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the use of force, fraud and coercion (economic and/or sexual) as well as potential abuse of posi-
tions of vulnerability. 
 
Illegal adoption. In paragraph 94 of the CoE Convention Explanatory Report it states “where an 
illegal adoption amounts to a practice similar to slavery as defined in Article1(d) of the Supple-
mentary Convention on the Abolition of Slavery, the Slave Trade and Institutions and Practices 
similar to slavery, it falls within the scope of the Convention”. 
 
Exploitation of Children; 
Child victims of trafficking are subject to different forms of exploitation. They may be forced to 
work in sweatshops, on construction sites or in houses as domestic servants, on the streets as 
child beggars, in wars as child soldiers, on farms, in traveling sales crews or in restaurants and 
hotels. Some are forced to work in brothels and strip clubs or for escort and massage services. 
  
Children can be exploited within the same forms of trafficking as adults. However, there are spe-
cific forms of exploitation where children are specifically recruited and there is increased demand. 
These can include child pornography, sex tourism, forced marriage, illegal adoption and criminal 
activities including pick-pocketing. 
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Handout 4 – Control Methods 
 

Control is exercised through many different, partly violent, mechanisms.  
 

Each mechanism may be used in isolation from the others, but in the majority of cases, they will 

be implemented together so as to create a condition of actual or psychological imprisonment of 

the victim. 
 

Debt Bondage: the victim is required to pay back debt accrued for being transported to the des-
tination State or region. 
 

Isolation can be used deliberately to control victims, especially, to ensure that they do not es-
cape from the trafficking situation. 
 

Use or Threat of Violence can be used, in some cases excessively, to control victims, especially, 
to ensure that they do not escape from the trafficking situation. 
 

Renunciation to Family: the traffickers inform the victims that they will tell their families and/or 
communities that they are either working in prostitution or in a forced labour situation.  
 

Removal of Documents: the confiscation or removal of the victim’s documents, by the trafficker, 
making it almost impossible for them to leave trafficking situation. 
 

Financial Extortion: finances are the primary method of exploitation and control. 
 

Non-payment of Wage: cases of trafficking for forced labour, where migrants have been traf-
ficked, are generally dealt with by the authorities primarily as smuggling issues and violations of 
national immigration or labour law. 
 

Loss of Freedom: the denial or restriction of freedom of movement or the detention of victims 
in premises in detention units. 
 

Renunciation to Authority: the threat to victims that the relevant authorities will be informed if 
they do not do as they are told and that they will be arrested. 
 

Induced Substance Addiction: victims are initially forced to take drugs or alcohol or both until 
they become addicted. 

 



COUNTER TRAFFICKING CURRICULUM  
 

 
60 

Handout 5 - Interviewing Skills 
 

Additional skills for interviewing victims-witnesses.   

• Questioning skills (particularly any evidence of appropriate questioning of vulnerable victim-
witnesses as opposed to ‘interrogation’ skills);  

• Active listening skills;  
• Observation skills: ability to recognise and respond to distress, anxiety, fear, and so on;  
• Ability to develop a rapport with the victim, while remaining professional (e.g., showing em-

pathy, acknowledging harm, being patient, and so on);  
• Ability to adopt a non-judgmental, non-blaming attitude (e.g. prejudices against migrants, 

sex workers, women, men);  
• Ability to reassure the victim that he/she has nothing to be ashamed of;  
• Cultural competency: willingness and ability to become culturally prepared/competent to 

work with persons with different backgrounds;  
• Psychological preparedness to deal with highly distressing crimes;  
• Ability to strike a balance between maintaining professionalism and compassion in the tone 

and style of questioning;  
• Ability to avoid complex and industry-specific jargon that is not understood by the victim;  
• Ability to avoid physical contact, however well intentioned. 
 
UNODC2014 SOP Manual for Law Enforcement Personnel of the Central Asia countries on cases 
related to human trafficking and smuggling of migrants p64. 
 
Interview Planning; 
Prior to conducting any interview with a victim of trafficking it is essential to plan effectively and 
for the interviewer to be well prepared. All interviews should be assessed on a case-by-case 
basis and the interview methodology will be determined by the disposition of the victim of traf-
ficking. There are good practice procedures that can be followed which can improve the 
chances of a victim answering questions and providing the information needed.  
 
These procedures include: 
(i) The location of the interview: the objective is to provide a safe environment and ensure the 
protection and safety of the victim of trafficking. The location should ensure privacy and, if pos-
sible, be a closed private space with no interruptions.  
(ii) Attendees at the interview: the interviewers if possible should be the same gender as the 
victim. If the victim cannot understand what is being said or speaks a different language, an 
approved interpreter (not a member of the community or a friend who speaks the language), 
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should attend if appropriate. A person should be there to provide support to the victim. This 
could be a NGO, legal representative or counsellor. 
 
(iii) Introduction: the health, well-being and comfort of the victim should be ascertained. If nec-
essary, medical attention or medication should be provided. The comfort needs of the victim 
should be addressed which may include the provision of food and/or drinks. The interviewers, 
and anyone else present, should introduce themselves and explain who they are, their position 
and why they are present at the interview. 
 
(iv) Explanation of the interview; the victim should be informed of the purpose of the interview 
and why they are being interviewed, the format and how long it will take. The interviewer 
should explain the type of questions that will be asked and why and inform the victim that they 
can themselves ask questions. The victim should be informed that the interview is confidential 
and their consent to being interviewed should be obtained. 
 
(v) Respect: it is important that the interview establishes a rapport with the victim and builds 
trust. The interviewer should be respectful to the victim at all times and not be judgemental. 
They should provide reassurance to the victim and inform them that they are not to blame. 
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